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In the 2009 exhibition at Tucci Russo Studio per l’Arte Contemporanea – “In the Hands. Works 
from 1968 to 2008” – the artist brought together a series of works with the aim of rendering 
intelligible the processes that had generated them, where the hand was the common 
denominator of all the works on show.  
 
In the present exhibition “Germinazione” Giuseppe Penone underscores another cornerstone of 
his modus operandi: “In the emptiness of a branch snatched from the mud I traced my hands, 
fingers, imprint upon imprint. Imprints raised from the ground.” 
 
The works on show, in acrylic resin, make this process exactly visible to us, a process which 
originates from the negative imprint of a trunk or a branch in the mud, an imprint into which the 
artist has pressed his own hands and where, in the development of its positive (the sculpture), 
the superimposition of imprint upon imprint gives rise to Germination. 
 
Interpretation of these works is inseparable from the 1968 “Progetto per vasca nel ruscello” 
(Design for bath in a stream): “An image put forward by Giuseppe Penone in 1968 found a 
specific realisation on the bed of a stream, where the body of man indicates the measure of 
space. Today we see that other forms and other figures render the human presence visible 
when it follows the trace of trees, branches and stones. Man, water, wind and forest are once 
more combined: water softens the earth that accommodates the body; wind hardens the earth 
that preserves its imprint.” (Laurent Busine in the catalogue for “Giuseppe Penone: 
Germinazione”, 2013). 
 
The artist wanted this exhibition to be accompanied by a publication of his own devising –
“Giuseppe Penone: Germinazione” – edited by the artist himself and Laurent Busine, director of 
the Musée des Arts Contemporains du Grand-Hornu which, in 2010, hosted a large exhibition 
by Penone. This publication is part of a series “in progress”, already preceded by two others, 
one for the exhibition “Giuseppe Penone: le Corps d’un jardin” by Marian Goodman in 2013 and 
one for the exhibition “Penone Versailles” at the Château de Versailles the same year. 
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